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2lcts of ^Incorporation* 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In the year of our Lord, 1781. 

■ *C« »M Wi 

An AH to incorporate certain Phyjicians, by the name of "The 
MafTachufeus Medical Society." 

AS health is effentially necefTary to the happinefs of fociety 9 
aod as its preservation or recovery is clofely connected 
with the knowledge of the animal economy, and of the proper- 
ties and effects of medicines ; and as the benefit of medical in Hi- 
Unions, formed on liberal principles, and encouraged by the pa- 
tronage of the law, is univerfally acknowledged : 

1 . Be it therefore enaded by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives % 
in General Court afembled, and by the authority of the fame, That 
Nathaniel Walker Appleton, William Baylies, Benjamin Curtis, Sa- 
muel Danforth, Aaron Dexter, Shirley Erving, John Frink, Jofepb 
Gardner, Samuel Holten, Edward Augujlus Holyoke, Ebcnezer Hunt, 
Charles Jarvis, Thomas Kaft, Giles Crouch Kellogg, John Lynn, 
James Lloyd, Jofiph Orne, James Pecker, Oliver Pre/cot t, Charles 
Pynchon, Ifaac Rand, Ifaac Rand, jun. Mic?juh Saiuyer, John 
Sprague, Charles Stockhridge, John Barnard Snuett, Cotton Tufts* 
John Warren, Thomas Weljb, Jofeph Whipple, and William Whiting, 
be, and they hereby are, formed into, conftituted and made a 
body politic and corporate, by the name of " The Massachu- 
setts Medical Society ;" and that they and their fucceff)rs, 
and fuch other perfons as (hall be elected in the manner hereaf- 
ter mentioned, fhall be and continue a body politic and corpo- 
rate, by the fame name, forever. 

2. And be it enafled by the authority aforef aid, That the fellows of 
faid fociety may, from time to time, elect a prefident, vice prefi- 
dent and fecretary, with other officers as they fhall judge necef- 
fary and convenient ; and they, the fellows of faid fociety, fhall 
have full power and authority, from time to time, to determine 
and ellabliih the names, number and duty of their feveral offi- 
cers, and the tenure or eftate they fhall refpeclively have in their 
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Offices j and alfo to authorife and empower their prefident, or 
forae other officer, to adminifter fuch oaths to fuch officers, as 
they, the fellows of faid fociety, fhall appoint and determine for 
the well ordering and good government of faid fociety, provid- 
ed the fame be not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth. 

3. And be it enacled by the authority aforefaid, That the fellows of 
faid fociety fhall have one common feal, and power to break, 
change and renew the fame at their pleafure. 

4. And le it enacled by the authority aforefaid, That they, the fel- 
lows of faid fociety, may fue and be fued in all actions, real, 
perfonal or mixed, and profecute and defend the fame unto final 
judgment and execution, by the name of The Majfachufetts Me- 
dical Society. 

5. And be it enacled by the authority afore faid, That the fellows of 
faid fociety may from time to time elect fuch perfons to be fel- 
lows thereof, as they fhall judge proper ; and that they, the fel- 
lows of faid fociety, fhall have power to fufpend, expel or dif- 
franchife any fellows of faid fociety. 

6. And be it enacled by the authority aforefaid, That the fellows of 
faid fociety fhall have full power and authority to make and 
enact fuch rules and by-laws, for the better government of faid fo- 
ciety, as are not repugnant to the laws of this Commonwealth j 
and to annex reafonable fines and penalties to the breach of them, 
not exceeding the fum of twenty pounds, to be fued for and reco- 
vered by faid fociety, and to their own ufe, in any court of record 
within this Commonwealth proper 10 try the fame ; and alfo to 
eltablifh the time and manner of convening the fellows of faid 
fociety ; and alfo to determine the number of fellows that fhall 
be prefent to constitute a meeting of faid fociety ; and alfo, that 
the number of faid fociety, who are inhabitants of this Common- 
wealth, fhall not, at any one time, be more than feventy, nor 
lefs than ten ; and that their meetings fhall be held in the town 
of Boflon, or fuch other place within this Commonwealth, as a 
majority of the members prefent, in a legal meeting, (hall judge 
mod fit and convenient. 

And ix) here as it is clearly of importance that ajujl difcrimination 
Jhould be made between fuch as are duly educated, and properly qualifi- 
ed, for the duties of their profejpon, and thofe who may ignorant ly and 
wickedly adminifler medicine whereby the health and lives of ma?iy va- 
luable individuals may be endangered, or perhaps lojl to the community : 

7. Be it therefore enacled by the authority aforefaid, That the prefi- 
dent and fellows of faid fociety, or fuch other of their officers or 
fellows as they fhall appoint, fhall have full power and authori- 
ty to examine all candidates for the practice of phyfic and furge- 
ry (who fhall offer themfelves for examination) refpecting their 
fltill in their profeffion} and if, upon fuch examination, the faid 
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candidates fiiall be found (killed in their profeflion, and fitted 
for the praclice of it, they (hall receive the approbation of the 
fociety, in letters teftimonial of fuch examination, under the 
feal of the faid fociety, figned by the prefident, or fuch other 
perfon or perfons as ihall be appointed for that purpofe. 

8. And be it further enaded by the authority afore/aid, That if the 
faid prefident, and fuch other perfon or perfons, fo elccled and ap- 
pointed for the purpofe of examining candidates as aforefaid. fliall 
obftinately refufe to examine any candidate fo offering himfelf 
for examination as aforefaid, each and every fuch perfon, fo 
elecled and appointed as aforefaid, (hall be fubjeft to a fine of 
one hundred pounds, to be recovered by the faid candidate, and to 
his own ufe, in any court within this Commonwealth proper to 
try the fame. 

9. And he it further enacledby the authority aforefaid, That the fel- 
lows of faid fociety may, and (hall forever, be deemed capable 
in law, of having, holding and taking in fee (imple, or any left 
eftate by gift, grant or devife, or otherwife, any land, tenement or 
other eftate, real or perfonal ; provided that the annual income 
of the whole real eftate that may be given, granted or devifed 
to, or purchafed by, the faid fociety, (hall not exceed the fum of 
tiuo hundred pounds, and the annual income or intereft of faid 
perfonal eftate, (hail not exceed the fum of fix hundred pounds ; 
all the fums mentioned in this att to be valued in filver zijixjhil- 
lings and eight pence per ounce : and the annual income or inte- 
reft of the laid real and perfonal eftate, together with the fines 
and penalties paid to faid fociety, or recovered by them, (hall 
be appropriated to fuch purpofes as are confident with the end 
and defign of the inftitution of faid fociety, and as the fellows 
thereof (hall determine. 

10. And be it further enac7ed,That the firft meeting of the faid Me- 
dical Society (hall be held in fome convenient place in the town 
of Bojion ; and that Edward Augujius Ho/yoke, Efq, be, and he 
hereby is, authorifed and directed to fix the time for holding the 
faid meeting, and to notify the fame to the fellows of faid 
Medical Society. 

[This aft paffed November i/?, 1 781.3 



« - < - « E> ^>»»>» »" 



An 




[ 4 ] 



An Ail in addition to an At?, paffed in the year of our Lord on: thou- 
fund [even hundred and eighty-one, entitled, " An Atl to incorpo- 
rate certain Phyftcians, by the Name of The Maffachufetts Me- 
dical Society." 

WHEREAS fome doubts have arifen with refpecl to the 
extent of the powers given to, and duties required of, 
the faid fociety, by the act to which this is in addition, touching 
the examination of any candidates for the practice of phyfic and 
furgery, " who fhall offer themfelvcs therefor, refpecting their 
Jkill in their profelfion," as well as with refpecl to the authority 
of the faid fociety, to demand and receive a fuitable compenfa- 
tion for their time, trouble and expenfe, in examining candidates, 
and for the letters teftimonial, which by the faid aft they are re. 
quired to give to fuch as fhall be approbated : 
For removing the faid doubts, 
t. Be it enatled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, in 
General Court ajfembled, and by the authority of the jame, That it 
fhall be the duty of the faid Maffachufetts Medical Society, in or- 
der more effectually to anfwer the defigns of their inftitution, 
from time to time to defcribe and point out fuch a medical in- 
ftruftion, or education, as they fhall judge requifite for candi- 
dates for the practice of phyfic and furgery, previous to their ex- 
amination before them, or their officers appointed for faid pur- 
pofe, refpecting their fkill in their profeffion, and fhall caufe the 
fame to be publifhed in three newfpapers, in three different coun- 
ties within this Commonwealth : and every candidate examined 
and approved by the prefident and fellows of the faid fociety, or 
fuch of their officers or fellows as they fhall appoint, fhall be 
held to pay fuch reafonable fees of office as fhall be eftablifhed 
by the faid fociety, for the examination of candidates, and let- 
ters teftimonial in favour of fuch as fhall be approbated ; and 
the treafurer of the faid fociety, for the time being, fhall have 
full power and authority to fue for and recover the fame, in 
any court proper to try the fame. 

2. And be it further enatled, That the eighth enacting elaufe of 
the faid incorporating act, making the prefident, or fuch other 
perfon or perfonsas fhall be elected for the purpofe of examining 
candidates, each and every of them, fubject to a fine of one 
hundred pounds , in cafe of obtlinate refufal to examine any candi. 
didate offering himfelf therefor, be, and it is hereby, repealed. 

3. And be it further enatled % That from and after palling this 
tft, whenever the officers appointed for examining candidates 
for the practice of phyfic and furgery, fhall obftinately and un~ 

reafonably 



I s 1 

reafonably refufe to examine fuch as may apply therefor, re- 
fpefting their (kill in their profeffion, the officers, fo refufing, 
fhall be fubjeft to a fine not exceeding one hundred p-sundt, nor 
lefs than twenty pounds, to be fued for and recovered by the can- 
didate injured, and to his own ufe, in any court within this Com- 
monwealth, propei to try the fame. 

[This aft parted February loth, 1789.3 



An Aft In addition to an Aft, entitled, " An Aft to incorporate cer- 
tain Phyficians, by the name ojthe Maflachufetts Medical Society." 

WHEREAS the Aft entitled, " An Ail to incorporate, 
certain phyficians by the name of the MafTacbufetts 
Medical Society," has been found, in its operation, inefficient 
to efftft the important and defirable purpofes for which it was 
defigned : 

1 . Be it enafted by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, in Gene- 
ral Court affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That the fel- 
lows, for the time being, of the faid Maflachufetts Medical Socie- 
ty, in any meeting or meetings, to be called and holden for the 
purpofe, before the next annual meeting, fhall have authority to 
eleft into that corporation, and to be fellows thereof, fuch and 
fo many fuitable perfons, being phyficians or furgeons refident 
within this Commonwealth, as they (hall fee fit, any thing in 
the aft, to which this is in addition, to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. Provided, that all perfons fo elefted, fhall, within one year 
after fuch eleftion, fubfcribe the by-laws of the faid fnciety, or 
otherwife declare, in writing, their aflent thereto, or fuch elec- 
tion fhall be void. 

2. And be it further enafted, That at the next annual meeting of 
the fellows of Aid fociety, and afterwards at every annual meet- 
ing thereof, there fhall be chofen by ballot, in which any ab- 
fent member may vote by his proxy, duly authorifed in writing, 
fo many counfellors as the faid fociety fhall, from time to time, 
judge neceffary and expedient, who fhall hold their offices for 
the year next enfuing their eleftion, and until another eleftion 
of counfellors in their place ; and the fellows, at their annual 
meetings, whenever fuch a number fhall be prefent as the regula- 
tions of the fociety may require, may revlfe, alter, enlarge, and 
repeal, the by-laws of the faid fociety, as the major part of the 
fellows prefent may fee fit, and not otherwife. 

3. And be it further enafted, That the counfellors of the faid cor- 
poration, and their fucceflbrs after them, fhall affemble and con- 
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vene, three times in the year, at fach times and places, as the by. 
laws of the faid corporation (hall hereafter direct. Provided* 
That the lirft meeting be within thirty days after the annual 
meeting of the faid fociety; and the faid counfellors fhall aflem- 
ble and convene at any other time, as the by-laws of the faid 
corporation fhall hereafter direct, and whenever notified to con- 
vene by their prefiding officer ; and the meeting of the faid 
counfellors fhall be held in the town of Bojlon, or as near there- 
to as may be ; and at the faid firft meeting of the counfellors, af- 
ter the annual meeting of the faid fociety, the faid counfellors 
fhall proceed to appoint, from among themfelves, a prefident, 
and fuch other officers of the faid corporation, as are and fhall be 
required in the rules and by-laws thereof to be fo appointed j 
likewife five examiners or cenfors, for the examination of all per- 
fons who, having been fludents in medicine and furgery, agreea- 
bly to the regulations of the faid fociety, fhall offer themfelves to 
be approved and licenfed, as practifing phyficians and furgeons; 
and the faid counfellors, at any of the three flated meetings of the 
fame, and only at tbefe meetings, and after three months nomi- 
nation of every candidate, and not otherwife, by a major vote of 
thofe prefent, may elect any fuitable perfon or perfons, to be a fel- 
low or fellows of the faid fociety. Provided, That all practifing 
phyficians and furgeons, refident within thisCommonwealth, who 
fhall be fo elected, fhall, within one year after fuch election, fub- 
fcribe the by-laws of the faid fociety, or otherwife declare, in 
writing, their afTent to the fame, or fuch election fhall be void. 
And all perfons, not practifing phyficians or furgeons, or not re- 
fident within this Commonwealth, who fhall be fo elected, may 
be deemed honorary members of the faid fociety, and, at any 
meeting of the faid counfellors, they may fill any vacant office, 
and perform any other duties, as the by-laws of the faid corpo- 
ration fhall direct. 

4. And be it further enafled, That, for the purpofe of examining 
candidates as aforefaid, three, at leaft, of the examiners or cen- 
fors, who fhall be appointed as aforefaid, fhall be convened in 
the town of Boflon, on the Thurfday next preceding the annual 
meetings of the faid fociety, and at fuch other times and places 
as the by-laws of the faid fociety fhall direct ; and every candi- 
date, who, upon examination, fhall be approved by a majority of 
the faid examiners, fhall be entitled to letters teftiraonial of their 
approbation, and of their lieenfe, to fuch candidate, to become a 
practitioner in medicine or furgery ; under the hands of the ex- 
aminers confenting thereto : and to fuch letters teftimonial, the 
feal of the faid corporation fhall be affixed, by the prefident or fe- 
cretary, if any there fhall be, with the fignature of the fame ; and 
every perfon, who (hall receive the faid letters teftimonial, and 
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fuch alfo as hereafter may be admitted to the degree of bache- 
lor of medicine at Harvard Univerfity, (hall be entitled to the 
ufe of the libraries of the fociety, under fuch reftnclions as the 
counsellors may direct : and after three years approved prac- 
tice in medicine and furgery, and being of good moral character, 
and not otherwife, fhall, upon application, and fubfcribing the 
by-laws as aforefaid, be admitted a member of the faid corpora- 
tion while a refident practitioner of medicine or forgery within 
this Commonwealth. 

$.And be it further enabled, That the faid counfellors, upon the 
application of any five members of the faid fociety, may efta- 
blifh, within fuch diftricts and portions of this Commonwealth, 
as thev fhall think expedient, fubordinate focieties, and meetings, 
to confift of the fellows of the faid corporation refiding within 
fuch diftricls reflectively, wherein the communication of cafes 
and experiments may be made, and the diffusion of knowledge 
in medicine and furgery may be encouraged and promoted ; and 
the counfellors afoi efaid, upon application from fuch fubordinate 
focieties, may appoint five examiners or cenfors, within fuch dif- 
tricls, who (hall be authorifed and empowered to examine fuch 
candidates for the practice of phyfic and furgery, as fhall prefenl 
themfelves for fuch examination. And every candidate, who, 
upon examination, fhall be approved by a majority of the exami- 
ners or cenfors aforefaid, fhall be entitled to letters teflimonial, 
in the fame manner as is provided in the fourth feclion of this 
act. And the members of fuch fubordinate focieties fhall be 
holden to report to the counfellors of the general fociety, all 
fuch cafes as may be felected for their importance and utility ; 
and the faid fubordinate focieties fhall be fubject to the regula- 
tions of the general fociety, in all matters, wherein the general 
fociety fhall be concerned ; and the faid fubordinate focieties 
may appoint their own officers, andeftablifh regulations for their 
particular government, not repugnant to the by-laws of the 
general fociety ; and fhall be capable to purchafe, and receive 
by donation, books, philofophical and chirurgical instruments, 
or other perfonal property, and may hold and diipofe of the 
fame, exclufive of any authority of the general fociety. 

6. And be it further enafled, That all matters and claufes, con- 
tained in the act aforefaid, to incorporate certain phyficians by 
the name of the MafTachufetts Medical Society, which are con- 
trary to the purview of this aft, fhall be, and they hereby are, 
repealed. 

7. And be it further enafied, That the fellows of the faid corpora- 
tion fhall not be liable to be enrolled or muftered in the militia 
of this Commonwealth. 

[This act paiTed March $th, 18©?.] 

BY-LAWS. 
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CHAP. I. Of the General Society, 

MEETINGS. 

THE annual meeting of the fellows of the 
MafTachufetts Medical Society fhall be 
holden on the firft Wednefday in June, at 10 
o'clock, A.M. in the town of Bofton(if practicable) 
at fuch place as the prefident may appoint ; four- 
teen days notice, at leaf!:, being previoufly given 
in two public papers ; at which meeting ten fel- 
lows {hall conflitute a quorum for tranfacting bu- 
finefs. 

2. Order of Bufinefs. At the opening of this 
meeting the recording fecretary fhall read the pro- 
ceedings of thelaft annual meeting, and lay before 
the fociety the tranfactions of the counfellors in the 
year preceding; alfo report the names ofthofewho 
have become fellows or honorary members during 
that time, if any fuch there may be : the report of 
any committee or committees fhall then be receiv- 
ed : the fubject of the by-laws and regulations of 
the fociety fhall next come under confideration, and 
any alteration therein, which fhall be judged expe- 
dient, fhall then be made : the number of fellows 
who fhall be the counfellors of the fociety for the 
year enfuing, fhall next be determined, and their 
election forthwith take place, in counties or dis- 
tricts : a difcourfe or difTertation on fome medi- 
cal fubject:, to be delivered by the perfon appoint- 
B cd 
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cd by the counfellors for that purpofe, mall next 
be attended to : and then attention fhall be given 
to fuch communications as the counfellors fhall 
think proper to make, and to any propofitions 
which may be thought conducive to the welfare 
of the fociety, or to the general intereft of medi- 
cal fcience. 

3. udffejfinent. Every fellow of the fociety fhall 
annually contribute two dollars to the funds of 
the fociety ; and fhall pay the fame to the treafu- 
rer thereof, or to the treasurer of the diftrict foci- 
ety of which he is a member ; and no fellow fhall 
be allowed the loan of any book, or other article, 
belonging to the general or any diflricl: fociety, 
nor be allowed to vote, at any meeting of the ge- 
neral or of the diftricT: fociety, whereof he is a 
member, until he fhall have made fuch payment. 

4. Proxies. Every fellow of the fociety fhall 
be allowed to vote by his proxy, empowered by 
a writing under his hand, at any meeting of the 
fociety, where, if prefent, he would have a right 
to vote in perfon. 

5. Refegnations. The counfellors may, for fa- 
tisfaclory reafons, permit a fellow to refign his 
fellowfhip, and he fhall thereupon be confidered 
an honorary member } but not otherwife. 

6. Expulfion. No fellow of the fociety fhall be 
expelled therefrom, but by a vote of two thirds, 
at leaft, of the fellows prefent, at the annual meet- 
ing of the fociety. 

7. Confultation. To promote the laudable de- 
fign of the Legiflature, in forming and incorporat- 
ing this fociety, to prevent, as far as may be, all 
unqualified perfons from practifing medicine or 
furgery, and in order to difcourage empiricifm 
and quackery; it fhall be deemed difreputable, 
and fhall be unlawful, for any fellow of this foci- 
ety, in the capacity of phyfician or furgeon, to ad- 
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vife or confult with any perfon, who, having been 
a fellow of the fociety, fhall be expelled there- 
from, or with any perfon whatever, who fhall 
hereafter commence the practice of medicine or 
furgery within this Commonwealth, until he fhall 
have been duly examined and approbated by the 
cenfors of the fociety, or by thofe of fome dis- 
trict fociety ; or, fhall have received a degree of 
Bachelor or Doctor of Medicine at Harvard Uni- 
verfity ; or, (in cafe he fhall have been educated 
in, or come from, fome other ftate or foreign 
country) fhall have produced, to the cenfors of 
the fociety, or thofe for the diftrict wherein he 
refides, fuch evidence or teflimonials of his qua- 
lifications for the practice of medicine or furgery, 
as they fhall deem, and certify, to be fufficient to 
entitle him to the privileges of a phyfician or fur- 
geon regularly introduced. And every fellow of 
the fociety, who fhall abet or aflift any perfon 
not fo qualified, by affording him advice, or by 
confulting with him in the capacity of phyfician 
or furgeon, fhall, for fuch offence, be disqualified 
from giving his vote, at any meeting of the focie- 
ty, or of the diftricl: fociety whereof he is a mem- 
ber, for one year ; fhall be liable to the cenfure 
and reprimand of the counfellors ; and, in aggra- 
vated cafes, to expulfion. 

8. Quackery. Whenever any fellow of the 
fociety fhall publicly advertife for fale any medi- 
cine, the compofition of which he keeps a fecret ; 
or fhall, in like manner, offer to cure any difeafe 
by any fuch fecret medicine, he fhall be liable to 
expulfion, or fuch other penalty as the fociety, at 
their annual meeting, may think proper to inflict. 

9. Diflria Societies' Meetings . The fellows and 
honorary members of the fociety, may attend the 
meetings of any diftrict fociety, although not 
members thereof, but fhall not have the privilege 
of voting thereat, CHAP. 
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GHAP. II. Of the Counsellors. 

1 . Meetings . On the day next following the 
day of the annual meeting of the fociety, there (hall 
be a ftated meeting of the counfellors, at the place 
of fuch meeting, or as near thereto as may be, at 
the hour of 10, A. M. notice whereof fhall be 
given at the fame time the annual meeting of the 
fociety is notified. At this meeting there fhall be 
chofen, by the counfellors prefent, from among 
all the perfons elected counfellors, a Prefident, 
Vice-Prefident, Correfponding Secretary, Record- 
ing Secretary, Treafurer, Librarian and Cabinet 
Keeper, and five Cenfors, who {hall hold their re- 
fpeclive offices for the year enfuing, and until 
others are chofen in their ftead ; and an inquiry 
mall be made refpe&ing the ftate of the treafury. 
A ftated meeting of the counfellors fhall alfo be 
holden on the firft Wednefday of October and 
February, annually, at fuch hour and place as the 
prefident {hall appoint ; notice whereof {hall be 
given in two of the newfpapers printed in the 
town of Bofton, fourteen days, at leaft, previous 
to the meeting : and the prefident {hall call fpe- 
cial meetings, whenever he {hall deem it expedi- 
ent, or whenever five of the counfellors {hall re- 
queft it in writing ; of which meetings like no- 
tice {hall be given as before provided. In all 
meetings of the counfellors, except the firft after 
their election, nine fellows {hall be prefent to con- 
ftitute a quorum for the tranfa&ion of bufinefs. 

2 . Election of Fellows and Honorary Members. 
Nominations of candidates for admiflion, as fel- 
lows or honorary members of the fociety, {hall be 
made to the counfellors, by one or more of the 
fellows ; but no perfon refident within the limits 

of 
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of any eftablifhed diftricl: fociety, fhall be nomi- 
nated by any one not belonging to that diftrift ; 
and the counfellors {hall at every ftated meeting 
examine and act upon the lift of nominations (if 
any fuch there may be): and every perfon elected 
a fellow (hall be notified thereof by the corre- 
fpondingfecretary; and upon declaring his affent, 
in the manner required by the act of incorpora- 
tion, fhall receive from the recording fecretary a 
printed certificate in the form following, viz : 
Commonwealth of Maffachufetts. 

This may certify that A B, of C, 
in the county of D, was elected a fellow of the Maffachufetts 
Medical Society, on the day of A. D. 

and is entitled to all the honours and privileges of the fociety. 

In teftimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand, and cauf- 
td the feal of the fociety to be affixed, at this day of 

A. D. 18 . 
Atteft. C D, Recording Secretary. A B, Prefident. 

3. General Duties. That the intention of the 
Legislature, exprefTed ?n their acts of incorporation, 
may be effected, it fhall be the duty of the coun- 
fellors for the time being, once in every three 
years, at the leaft, to fpecify fuch authors in ana- 
tomy, chemiftry, materia-medica, furgery, mid- 
wifery, and the theory and practice of medicine, 
as they fhall judge proper and neceffary to be ftu- 
died by medical and furgical pupils, previous to, 
and to qualify them for, an examination before the 
cenfors : and they fhall, as the law directs, caufe 
this fpecification to be publifhed in three news- 
papers, in three different counties, and in at leafl 
two papers in the town of Bofton. The counfel- 
lors fhall, alfo, occafionally, propofe fubjects for 
the attention of the fellows ; fuch as the hiftory 
of epidemics, accounts of births and deaths, dia- 
ries of the weather, &c. to be communicated to 
the fociety. They fhall receive all communica- 
tions, and felect fuch as are proper to be read at 

the 
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the meetings of the fellows of the fociety ; or, if 
they judge it more expedient, prepare fummaries 
of their contents. The counfellors may alfo fe- 
lect. and publifh, from time to time, fuch papers 
and proceedings of the fociety, as they (hall judge 
proper, and appropriate money for any other 
purpofes which they may deem expedient, as far 
forth as the funds of the fociety will permit. 

4. Difcourfe, The counfellors fhall, at their 
meeting in June or October, annually appoint a 
fuitable perfon or perfons to read a difcourfe or 
differtation, on fuch medical fubject as the perfon 
fo elected may choofe, before the fellows of the 
fociety, at their annual meeting ; and, in cafe the 
perfon or perfons thus chofen mould decline the 
fervice, theprefident, with five of the counfellors, 
may appoint others in their ftead : and a copy of 
every fuch difcourfe, when read, fhall be depofit- 
ed, by its author, with the correfponding fecre- 
tary. 

CHAP. III. Of Officers. 

I. Prefident. THE prefident fhall call all 
meetings of the fellows and counfellors of the fo- 
ciety, regulate all debates thereat, ftate and put 
queftions, call for reports of committees, enforce 
an obfervance of the by-laws and regulations, 
havecuftody of, and ufe, on proper occafions, the 
feal of the fociety, adminifter fuch oaths as are 
conformable to the conftitution, have a cafting 
vote in all meetings of the fellows and counfellors 
of the fociety, and perform fuch other duties as 
may be afligned him. 

a. Vice-Prefident. The vice-prefident, in cafe 
of the death, refignation, difability or abfence of 

the 



the prefident, (hall hold and excrcife all the pow- 
ers in the firft fection of this chapter, until a new 
choice of prefident ; and, in the abfence of the 
prefident and vice-prefident, thefenior counfellor 
prefent (hall prefide in the meetings of the fellows 
and counfellors of the fociety. 

3. Correfponding Secretary. The correfpond- 
ing fecretary fhall have the charge and cuftody of 
all letters and communications tranfmitted to the 
counfellors of the fociety ; fhall caufe papers, 
written in any foreign language, to be tranflated 
into Englifh ; prepare and tranfmit anfwers to 
correfpondents in fuch language and form as the 
counfellors may direct ; (hall tranfmit to the fe- 
cretaries of the feveral diflricr. focieties, informa- 
tion of the books fpecified and required by the 
counfellors to be fludied by all candidates for 
examination, before the cenfors ; fhall, as foon as 
may be, notify every perfon elected a fellow or 
honorary member of the fociety, of his election, 
and the time when it was made ; and, at the fame 
time, tranfmit him a copy of the laws and by-laws 
of the fociety ; and, fhall perform fuch other du- 
ties, as may be affigned him. 

4. Recording Secretary. The recording fecreta- 
ry fhall have charge of the laws and records of the 
fociety; fhall notify and attend the meetings of the 
fellows and counfellors of the fociety, and thofe of 
the cenfors, and keep a fair record of their proceed- 
ings refpectively, which he fhall read at the open- 
ing of the fucceeding meeting ; and he fhall read, 
at the meetings of the fellows of the fociety, all 
fuch communications as the counfellors may think 
proper to make. He fhall receive the nomina- 
tions of candidates for admiflion into the fociety, 
and, immediately after any perfon is elected a fel- 
low, or honorary member, of the fociety, tranf- 
mit information thereof, and a copy of the laws 

and 
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and by-laws, to the correfponding fecretary. He 
fhall receive applications from all perfons, who 
may prefent themfelves for examination, notify 
the chairman of all committees, furnifh necefTary 
papers, with the names of the committee, and 
perform any other fervices, which may be affign- 
ed him : and if, at any time, either of Hje fecreta- 
ries mould be abfent, the one attending fhall per- 
form the fervices of both, but (hall, as foon as 
poflible, arrange and deliver over the papers to 
their refpective departments. The fecretaries 
may alfo, with the confent of the prefident, fur- 
nifh attefted copies of papers and tranfactions be- 
longing to their feveral departments, for which 
fuch fees may be demanded, as the counfellors 
fhall eftablifh. 

5. Treafurer. The treafurer fhall give fecuri- 
ty for the trufl: repofed in him, whenever the 
counfellors fhall judge it to be requifite, and the 
funds of the fociety will admit of a compenfation 
for his fervices. He fhall demand and receive 
all money due to the fociety, together with all 
bequefls and donations ; he fhall demand, and (if 
necefTary) fue for and recover, all fines due to the 
fociety ; he fhall, under the direction of the 
counfellors, fell or leafe any eftate belonging to 
the fociety, and execute the necefTary papers ; he 
fhall in general have the care and management of 
the fifcal concerns of the fociety, and keep an ac- 
curate flatement of all receipts and expenditures; 
he fhall pay no money out of the treafury, but by 
an order from the prefident, and his accounts 
fhall be examined and reported annually to the 
counfellors, at their firft meeting, after the annu- 
al meeting of the fociety, by a committee ap- 
pointed by them for that purpofe. 

^ 6. Librarian and Cabinet Keeper. The libra- 
rian and cabinet keeper, fhall have in his cuftody 

and 
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and charge, the books, mufeum, inftruments and 
apparatus of the fociety. He (hall keep an accu- 
rate regifter of and arrange them in a properman- 
ner ; fhall make fuch difpofal of them from time 
to time, as the counfellors may direct, for the be- 
nefit of the fellows, and make an annual ftatement 
of the bufinefs of his department to a committee, 
who fhall report the fame to the counfellors ; and 
he (hall carefully record all donations made in his 
department, to the fociety. 

7. Refignation, Removal and Replacement of Of- 
ficers. Every officer of the fociety may, for fuffi- 
cient reafons, refign his. office, or may be remov- 
ed therefrom by order of the counfellors, for ne- 
glect, inattention or mal-condu£r. ; in either of 
■which cafes, or on the death of any officer, the 
counfellors fhall fupply his place, as foon as may 
be convenient. 
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CHAP. IV. Of Examinations and Licenses, 

1. Cenfors 1 Meetings. I HERE fhall be a meet- 
ing of the cenfors, annually, in the town of Bof- 
ton, for the examination of candidates for the 
practice of medicine, furgery, and midwifery, 
on the Thurfday next preceding the day of the 
annual meeting of the fellows of the fociety, as 
provided in the act of incorporation ; alio, on 
the day following the meeting of the counsellors 
in October and February. Ten days, at leaft, 
previous to thefe feveral meetings, notice there- 
of fhall be given to the public in two newfp-«pers, 
printed in Bolton, fpecifying the place, and time 
C of 
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of day, at which they are to beholden. Three 
(hall conftitute a quorum, and the fenior cenfor 
{hall prefide ; and no fellow mail be exempted 
from lerving in this office, except the prefident, 
the vice-prclident, and kich others as have here- 
tofore fultained thole offices, unlefs by a vote of 
the counfelh>rs : and every cenfor who mall ne- 
glect or refufe to attend thefe meetings for exami- 
nation of candidates, without offering an excufe 
which (hall be fatisfactory to thole who do attend, 
fhall pay a fine of ten dollars lor the ufe of the 
fociety. 

2. Candidates and their Qualifications. No per- 
fon, educated within this Commonwealth, fhaU 
be admitted to an examination by the cenfors of 
the fociety, or by thofe of any diftrict fociety, un- 
lefs he have the following qualifications: — ifl. 
He fhall have fuch an acquaintance with the Greek 
and Latin languages, as is neceffary for a medical 
or Furgical education, and with the principles of 
geometry and experimental philofophy. 2d. He 
mall have fludied three full years under the direc- 
tion, and attended the practice, of fome one or 
more of the fellows or honorary members of the fo- 
ciety ; during which time he fhall have ftudied 
the mod approved authors in anatomy, chemiflry, 
materia-medica, furgery, midwifery, and the the- 
ory and pratfice of medicine ; or, at leaf!:, all 
thofe which the counfellors fhall from time to 
time fpecify, as conflituting a proper courle of 
medical, or furgical, education. No perfon, edu- 
cated without this Commonwealth, fhall be ad- 
mitted to an examination, either by the cenfors 
of the fociety, or thofe of any diftrjcT: fociety, un- 
lefs he have the qualifications fpecified in the' fir ft 
of the articles above mentioned; and, inftead of 
thofe required in the fecond, fhall have fludied 
three full years under the direction, and attended 

the 
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the practice, of fome reputable phyfician or phy- 
ficians, furgeon or furgeons, as the cafe may be. 
The cenfors of the fociety, and thofe of the feve- 
ral diltridrs, before examining any candidate, (hall 
demand and receive from -him a fatisfa&ory cer- 
tificate of his being qualified in one or the other 
of the modes above mentioned, and fuch certifi- 
cate (hall be delivered by the cenfors to the re- 
cording fecretary, or to the fecretary of the dif- 
tridr fociety, as the cafe may be, whole duty it dial! 
be to put it on file, and make a record thereof. 

Provided never thelefs, that, whereas, by an acl: of 
the Legiflature of this Commonwealth, the coun- 
fellors of the fociety are authorifed to ele£r, as 
fellows of the fociety, all the reputable phyficians 
within this Commonwealth ; and whereas, fince 
the counfellors were thus authorifed, time fuffi- 
cient has not yet elapfed to enable them to afcer- 
tain, who all thofe perfons are, that are fuitable 
to be thus elefted ; therefore that provifion of 
this feclion of the by-laws, by which the tuition 
of pupils is confined to the fellows or honorary 
members of the fociety, mail not come into ope- 
ration before the fourth day of June, A. D. 1813. 

3. Cenfors' Duty. The cenfors of the fociety, 
and thofe of the feveral diftrifts, fliall examine 
candidates, qualified, as is fpecified in the preced- 
ing fecYion, in phyfiology, pathology, therapeu- 
tics, and furgery. They (hall previoufly agree 
upon the mode of examination, and, having ap- 
proved a candidate, fliall certify the fame to the 
recording fecretary, or to the fecretary of the dif- 
tfi€t fociety, as the cafe may be, who, on receiv* 
ing ten dollars, to be paid to the trealurer for the 
ufeofthe fociety, fhall record fuch certificate, 
and thereupon furnifh the perfon approbated, with 
a certificate, or letter teflimonial, printed and 
completed in the form following : 

Certificate, 
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Certificate. We the fubfcribers, cenfors . 

duly appointed and fluthonf- 
ed, have examined A B, of C, in the county of D, a candidate 
for the practice of and, having found him 

qualified, do approve and licenfe him as a practitioner in 

agreeable to the law in that cafe made and pro- 
vided. Dated at E, this day of A. D. 18 

fFG. 
\ HI. 
t KL. 
By virtue of the power in me velted, I have hereunto af- 
fixed the feal of the Mafochufetts Medical Society. 

Atteft. O P. Recording Secretary. M N. Prefident. 

Or, if the approved candidate fhould choofe to 
have his credentials in Latin, they fhall be in the 
form following, viz. 

Omnibus ad quos hs^ literae perveniant, falutem. — Notum 
efto, quod nos Cenfores, A B, 

in C, comitatus D, in republica noftra, habitantem, de ratione 
et progreflu ipfius ftudiorum in re exquifivimus; 

et, quod eum, ad omne munus facultatis paratum 

et inftruftum efTe cenfemus : Nos, itaque, merito, poteftates om- 
nes ac privilegia exercendi, et profitendi, pro auc- 

toritate nobis (legibus refpublicae) concredita, damus ei, et con- 
eedimus. In cujus rei teftimonium noftrum nomina fubfignavi- 
mus, apud B, die A. D. 18 

AB. 
CD. 

EF,^ 

•In, quorum omnium et fingulorum, fidem, prefentes literas, 
figilfum focietatis manumque meum appofui^ 

Attejiat. Y Z, Protonotarius. W X, Prefes. 
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The cenfors of the fociety, or thofe of the fe- 
veral diftricls, upon application from any perfon 
who has been educated in, or who fhall come 
from, any other ftate or foreign country, (hall ex- 
amine fuch evidence, or letters teftimonial, as he 
fhall offer for the purpofe of proving himfelf to be 
duly qualified to practife medicine or furgery ; 
and if, upon due inquiry, they fhall deem him to 
be properly qualified therefor, they fhall certify 

( the 
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the fame, and the perfon fo licenfed fhall be enti- 
tled to all the privileges of thole who have been 
regularly examined and approbated. 



CHAP. V. Of District Societies. 

I. Mode of Eflabli/hment. EVEllY application 
for the eftablifhment of a DiftricT: Society fhall be 
made in writing to the counfellors, ftating the 
tent of territory intended to be comprehended by 
it, and the town or place where the meetings arc 
propofed to be holden : and whenever the coun- 
fellors (hall accede to fuch application, they (hall 
forthwith caufe a charter to be ilTued in the form 
following : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

By the Counfellors of the Maffachufetts Medical Society. To 
A B, C D, E F, C H, and IK, Fellows of the faid Society, 
greeting. 
Your application, made in due form, requeuing that a di£ 
tricT: or fubordinate medical fociety might be inftituted, to con- 
fid of the fellows of the Maffachufetts Medical Society refiding 
in the following towns in the of 

viz. 

was duly confidered, at a meeting of the counfellors, holden at 
on the day of A. D. 18 , 

and it was thereupon voted that your requeft fhould be grant- 
ed. Be it therefore known, that purfuant to an aft of this Com- 
monwealth, entitled " An ail in addition to an aft, entitled, An aft 
to incorporate certain per fons, by the name ofihe Majfachufctts Medical 
Society, authorifing the counfellors of faid fociety thereunto, a 
diftricl or fubordinate medical fociety, by the name of 

is hereby eftablifhed, to confift of thofe fellows of 
the Maffachufetts Medical Society, now refident, and of thofe 
who fhall hereafter refide, in the towns abovementioned ; and 
A B is hereby authorifed to call a meeting of the fellows of the 
Maffachufetts Medical Society, now refident within the diftrift 
aforefaid, for the purpofe of electing officers, and tranfacting 
fuch other bufinefs, as they fhall deem expedient. la 
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In teftimony whereof, the prefident, purfuant to the afore- 
fiid vote of the counfellors, has hereunto fubfcribed his name, 
and affixed the feal of the corporation, at this 

day of A. D. 18 

Jtt0.K.L,R*c.See. M.M. Pre/. 

2. Of Diftricl Officers, and their Duties relating 
to the General Society. In every diftrict fociety, 
there (hall be annually elected a prefident, vice pre- 
fident, treafurer, fecretary, and a librarian and ca- 
binet keeper. The prefident, vice-prefident and 
treafurer of each diftricl fociety, fhall infpecl all 
communications made to that fociety, and fhall di- 
rect the fecretary thereof to tranfmit, to the cor- 
refponding fecretary of the fociety, fuch commu- 
nications, or a copy thereof, or extracts there- 
from, as they fhall judge to be deferving the in- 
fpe&ion of the counfellors. The fecretary of 
each diftricl: fhall have the cuftody of all commu- 
nications made to that fociety, and fhall keep a 
fair record of their proceedings ; an account of 
which he fhall annually tranfmit to the corref- 
ponding fecretary of the fociety : alfo, he fhall, 
from time to time, tranfmit to the faid corref- 
ponding fecretary, all fuch communications, as 
the prefident, vice-prefident and treafurer of his 
diftricl:, fhall deem to be deferving the confidera- 
tion of the counfellors. 

'the Treafurer of each diitrift fociety may re- 
ceive the aifefTment due, annually, from each fel- 
low of the fociety, according to the third feclion 
of thefirft chapter ofthefe by-laws ; and he fhall 
tranfmit it to the treafurer of the general fo- 
ciety, within three months after the receipt there- 
of. 

The Librarian and Cabinet Keeper of each dif- 
tricl fociety, fhall have the cuftody of the books* 
mufeum, inftruments and apparatus belonging to 
his diftricl: 3 and fhall tranfmit a catalogue of all 

*hc 
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the articles intrufted to his care, to the librarian 
and cabinet keeper of the general fociety : alio, 
whenever any article mall be fold or exchanged, 
he (hall, in like manner, give information thereof. 
The Difiria Cettfors mall meet at fuch times 
and places as the counfellors may direct ; and no 
member of a diftrict fociety (hall be exempted 
from fuftaining the office of a cenfor for the dis- 
trict wherein he refides : and in cafe any one, ap- 
pointed to the aforefaid office, (hall unreafonably 
neglect or refufe to perform the duties thereof, 
he fhall forfeit and pay. to the treafurer of the 
general fociety, for every fuch neglect or refufal, 
the fum of ten dollars. Three fhall conftitute a 
quorum, in like manner as is provided by the firft 
fection of the fourth chapter refpecting the cen- 
fors of the general fociety : and the counfellors 
(hall be the judges of the reafonablenefs of every 
excufe, which may be offered by any one, who 
fhall fail to perform his duty as a diftrict cenfor. 



Orders. 

1 . On the day of the annual meeting of the fel- 
lows of the fociety, a dinner {hall be provided, 
under the direction of the counfellors, at the ex- 
penfe of the fociety, for fuch of the fellows as 
attend the faid meeting. 

2. All printed publications (hall be in the form 
of octavo. 

3. At the meetings of the fellows and counfel- 
lors of the fociety, the prefident fhall not leave 
the chair, unlefs on fome urgent occafion, nor 
fpeak to any queflion without firft obtaining per- 

miffion. 

4. No 
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4. No fellow fliall fpeak in any debate, with- 
out rifing and addrefling himfelf to the prefident. 

5. No ft-llow, having fpoken once in any de- 
bite, fhall Ipeaktothe prevention of another, who 
lias not fpoken, and manifefts a defire to fpeak. 

6. Every fellow, as foon as he has done lpeak- 
ing, fhall fit down. 

7. No fellow fhall interrupt another while 
{peaking, unlefs it be to call him to order, or to 
correct a miftake. 

8. No fellow fliall fpeak to any matter after 
the queftion is put. 

9. >o motion fliall be confidered, unlefs fe- 
conded. 

10. No fellow fl:all nominate more than ore 
perfon for the fame committee, provided the fir ft 
perfon nominated by him, be chofen. 

11. No vote fliall be reconfidered, at the fame 
meeting, by a lmaller number than were preient 
at its pairing. 
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Abr. R.Thompfon, Charlcjh 
Jofeph Torrey, Sale?//. 
David Townfend, Bofton. 
JohnD. Treadwell, Salem. 
Cotton Tufts, Weymouth. 

W 
John Walton, Pepperel. 
John C Wanen, Bofton. 
John Warren, Bofton. 
George Ware, Dighton. 
Richard Wells, Conway. 
Henry Wells, Montague. 
Thomas Welfh, Bojlon. 
Elifha Whitney, Beverly. 
Ifrael Whitton, IVinchendbn. 
William S. Williams, Deerfidd. 
Thomas Williams, Roxbury. 
Tapley Wyetb, Sherburne. 

HONORARY 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 
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Pardon Bowen, Provid. R. I. \ John C.Lettfom, London, G.S. 
Ammi R. Cutler, Portfm. N.H. \ John OftWne, Middleton,Conn. 
Manaff. Cutler, Hamilton, Maff , William Paine, WorceJler,MaJf. 
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John Feron, Lifle, France. 
Lem. Hopkins, Hartford, Con. 
John Jones, Netu-Tark. 
Adam Kuhn, Phi lad. Penn. 



Benj. Ruih, Phtlad. Penn. 
William Shippen, do. 
Elias Willard, Albany. 
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